
Lesson 3: Introduction to Circuit Design

Basics of Circuit Design

Understanding Electrical Components
Electrical components are the fundamental building blocks of modern electronics and
electrical circuits, playing a pivotal role in controlling the flow of electric current and
enabling various functions in electronic devices. In this educational text, we will delve
into four essential electrical components: resistors, capacitors, diodes, and transistors.

Resistors are passive electrical components designed to resist the flow of electric
current. They serve various purposes, such as limiting current, reducing voltage, and
dividing voltage in electronic circuits. Resistors are characterized by their resistance
value, typically measured in ohms (Ω). This value determines how effectively they
restrict current flow, with higher resistance values providing greater resistance. A
color-coding system is commonly used to identify resistor values, where bands of
different colors represent specific resistance values. These components adhere to
Ohm's Law, which relates voltage, current, and resistance as V = I * R, where V is
voltage, I is current, and R is resistance. Resistors find applications in voltage dividers,
current limiters, and signal conditioning circuits.

Capacitors, on the other hand, store electrical charge and release it when needed.
They are vital for functions like smoothing voltage, filtering signals, and timing circuits.
Capacitors are characterized by their capacitance value, typically measured in farads
(F), with larger capacitance values indicating a greater ability to store charge. Different
types of capacitors, including electrolytic, ceramic, and tantalum capacitors, exhibit
unique characteristics and find applications in diverse scenarios. Capacitors charge and
discharge following exponential voltage curves, a property essential in timing circuits
and energy storage. These components are crucial in power supply filtering, energy
storage, and frequency tuning in radios.

Diodes are semiconductor devices that permit current flow in one direction while
blocking it in the opposite direction. They serve numerous roles, such as rectification
and signal clipping. Diodes operate in either a forward-biased state (allowing current) or
a reverse-biased state (blocking current). Common applications include converting
alternating current (AC) to direct current (DC) in power supplies and the use of Light
Emitting Diodes (LEDs), a specialized type of diode that emits light when current flows



through it, in displays and indicators. Diodes are indispensable in rectifier circuits,
voltage clamping, and protection against reverse voltage.

Transistors represent active semiconductor devices that can amplify or switch
electronic signals. These components form the backbone of modern electronics and
digital circuits. Transistors come in two primary types: bipolar junction transistors (BJTs)
and field-effect transistors (FETs), each with unique characteristics. They have the
ability to amplify weak signals, making them invaluable in audio amplifiers, radio
receivers, and signal processing. Furthermore, transistors can act as electronic
switches, toggling devices on or off in digital circuits. They also serve as the building
blocks of digital logic gates, enabling the creation of intricate digital circuits.

In conclusion, a comprehensive understanding of electrical components like resistors,
capacitors, diodes, and transistors is essential for individuals interested in electronics
and electrical engineering. These components form the foundation for designing and
constructing a wide range of electronic devices, from simple circuits to advanced
computers and communication systems.

Voltage, Current, and Resistance
Electrical circuits are governed by three essential parameters: voltage, current, and
resistance. These fundamental concepts underpin the behavior of electricity as it flows
through conductors and components in various devices and systems. In this educational
text, we will delve into the significance of voltage, current, and resistance, explore
Ohm's Law, and discuss the characteristics of series and parallel circuits.

Voltage (V):
Voltage, denoted as V, is a measure of electrical potential energy. It represents the force
that propels electric charges, typically electrons, through a circuit. Measured in volts (V),
voltage is the driving factor that initiates and sustains the flow of electric current within
the circuit.

Current (I):
Current, symbolized as I, is the flow of electric charges within a conductor. It is
quantified in amperes (A) and signifies the rate at which electrons traverse a circuit.
Current flows from regions of higher voltage to lower voltage, establishing the direction
of electrical movement.

Resistance (R):



Resistance, represented as R, is a property intrinsic to conductors that resists the flow
of electric current. It is gauged in ohms (Ω). Materials with higher resistance impede
current flow more significantly, requiring a greater voltage to maintain the same current.

Ohm's Law:
Ohm's Law serves as a cornerstone equation in electrical engineering, offering insights
into the relationships among voltage, current, and resistance. It is expressed as:

V = I * R

● V signifies voltage in volts (V).
● I signifies current in amperes (A).
● R signifies resistance in ohms (Ω).

Ohm's Law illuminates the direct proportionality between voltage and current, with
resistance acting as the inverse factor. This law plays a critical role in calculating and
predicting circuit behavior, making it an indispensable tool for electrical analysis.

Series and Parallel Circuits:
Series Circuits:
In a series circuit, components are interconnected in a linear fashion, forming a single
path for current to flow. Key attributes of series circuits include:

● Uniform current traverses all components within the circuit.
● The overall resistance in a series configuration is determined by the cumulative

resistance of each individual component (R_total = R1 + R2 + ... + Rn).
● Voltage is divided across components, with each component receiving a portion

of the total voltage.
● A disruption in any part of the circuit, such as an open switch or a malfunctioning

component, results in a discontinuation of the entire circuit's operation.

Parallel Circuits:
Parallel circuits differ in their arrangement, with components connected in multiple
branches, allowing for multiple pathways for current flow. Key features of parallel circuits
include:

● Voltage remains constant across all components and equals the total voltage
supplied by the source.



● Current divides among the various branches, and the total current is the
summation of currents in each branch (I_total = I1 + I2 + ... + In).

● The total resistance in a parallel configuration is computed differently, and it is
always less than the resistance of the branch with the lowest resistance
(1/R_total = 1/R1 + 1/R2 + ... + 1/Rn).

● Failures in one branch do not disrupt the operation of the other branches,
ensuring the circuit's continued functionality.

Comprehending the principles of voltage, current, and resistance, coupled with a firm
grasp of Ohm's Law and the characteristics of series and parallel circuits, forms the
bedrock of proficiency in working with electrical circuits. These fundamental concepts
serve as the key to analyzing and designing a diverse array of electrical systems, from
rudimentary circuits to intricate electrical networks powering our modern world.

Breadboarding
A breadboard is a foundational tool in the world of electronics, serving as a versatile
platform for constructing and testing electronic circuits. It plays an essential role for both
newcomers and experienced engineers, offering a convenient means to create and

experiment with circuits without
the need for soldering or
permanent connections.

A typical breadboard consists of a
rectangular plastic board with a
grid of small holes, often referred
to as "tie points" or "sockets."
These holes serve as receptacles
for inserting electronic
components, wires, and
connectors, allowing users to
prototype circuits quickly and
efficiently.



Breadboard Layout and Connections
Understanding the layout and connections on a breadboard is fundamental to effective
breadboarding. Key elements of a breadboard include:

Power Rails:
Most breadboards feature two prominent strips running alongside the board, typically
labeled as "+ (positive)" and "- (negative)" or "VCC" and "GND" (ground). These power
rails are essential for supplying electrical power to your circuit. The positive rail is
typically used to connect the positive terminal of your power source, while the negative
rail serves as the ground connection.

Rows and Columns:
The breadboard grid comprises rows and columns of interconnected holes. Rows run
horizontally from one end of the board to the other, while columns are vertically aligned,
running perpendicular to the rows. Each intersection of a row and column contains
interconnected tie points, allowing components and wires to be plugged in and
connected.

It's important to note that the tie points within each row are connected, creating a
continuous electrical pathway along the row. However, tie points between rows are not
connected, providing isolation for different parts of the circuit.



Best Practices for Breadboarding
Effective breadboarding involves adhering to best practices to ensure the reliability and
functionality of your circuits. Here are some essential tips:

Plan Your Circuit: Begin by having a clear circuit diagram or plan in mind. Identify the
components you'll use and their placement on the breadboard to avoid confusion during
assembly.

Use the Power Rails: The power rails are designed to provide a stable power supply to
your circuit. Connect your power source, such as a battery or power supply, to the
appropriate rails to ensure consistent voltage and ground connections.

Neat Component Placement: Organize components neatly in rows and columns,
aligning them with the grid. This organization streamlines connections and simplifies
troubleshooting.

Minimize Jumpers: While jumpers (short wires)
are sometimes necessary, aim to minimize their
use by utilizing the breadboard's built-in rows
and columns for connections whenever possible.
Excessive jumpers can lead to clutter and
potential issues.

Double-Check Connections: Always verify that
components are securely placed in the correct
positions and that connections are stable. Loose

components or misaligned connections can lead to circuit malfunctions.

Gradual Complexity: If you're new to breadboarding, start with simple circuits and
progressively work your way up to more complex designs as you gain confidence and
experience.

Label and Document: Labeling components, wires, and connections, especially in
intricate circuits, can be immensely helpful. Maintain thorough documentation to aid in
future reference and troubleshooting.

Incremental Testing: As you build your circuit, test it incrementally. Verify the
functionality of individual components and connections before moving on to more
complex interactions.



Patience Is Key: Breadboarding can sometimes demand precision and patience,
especially during troubleshooting. Maintaining a calm and methodical approach is
crucial for success.

In conclusion, a breadboard is an invaluable tool for electronics enthusiasts and
professionals alike. Understanding its layout, utilizing power rails effectively, and
following best practices are essential for successful breadboarding and for creating
reliable and functional electronic circuits. Whether you're prototyping a simple project or
developing a complex electronic system, a breadboard is an indispensable ally in the
journey of electronic experimentation and design.

Building a Simple LED Circuit
Building a simple LED circuit is an excellent starting point for beginners in electronics.
LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) are energy-efficient, long-lasting light sources that are
widely used in various electronic projects. In this guide, we will outline the components
required and provide a schematic diagram to help you create your first LED circuit.

Components Required
To build a basic LED circuit, you will need the following components:

LED (Light Emitting Diode): The LED is the core component of your circuit. LEDs come
in various colors, and you can choose the one you prefer. Ensure that you know the
LED's forward voltage (typically around 2-3 volts) and forward current (measured in
milliamperes, usually 5-20 mA) specifications.

Resistor: A resistor is necessary to limit the current flowing through the LED. The
resistor's value is determined by Ohm's Law (R = V/I), where V is the voltage across the
LED (the supply voltage minus the LED's forward voltage), and I is the LED's forward
current. Use a resistor with a value close to the calculated resistance.

Power Supply: You will need a power source to provide the voltage necessary for the
LED to operate. This could be a battery (e.g., 9V battery), a power supply unit, or any
other suitable power source.

Wires: Use wires to connect the components together. You'll need wires to connect the
LED, resistor, and power supply.



Schematic Diagram
Below is a simple schematic diagram of the LED circuit:
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In the schematic diagram, you can see the following elements:

● The positive terminal of the power supply is connected to one end of the LED.
● The other end of the LED is connected to one end of the resistor.
● The other end of the resistor is connected to the negative terminal of the power

supply.

This configuration ensures that the current flowing through the LED is limited by the
resistor, preventing the LED from drawing too much current and getting damaged.

Important Notes:
1. Ensure that the positive and negative terminals of both the LED and the power

supply are correctly connected.

2. Calculate the resistor's value using Ohm's Law to match the LED's forward
voltage and forward current. The formula is R = (V_supply - V_LED) / I_LED,
where V_supply is the supply voltage, V_LED is the LED's forward voltage, and
I_LED is the LED's forward current.



3. Double-check your connections before applying power to the circuit to avoid
damaging the LED or any other components.

Building a simple LED circuit is an excellent way to get started with electronics and
learn about basic components, connections, and circuit design. It's a foundational step
toward more complex electronic projects and experiments.

Step-by-Step Construction of a Simple LED Circuit
Creating a simple LED circuit is a straightforward process that involves placing the LED,
adding a resistor, and connecting it to a power source. Here's a step-by-step guide to
building this circuit:

1. Placing the LED:
● Identify the LED's two leads or terminals. One lead is longer than the other; this

longer lead is the positive (anode) terminal, and the shorter one is the negative
(cathode) terminal.

● Insert the longer positive lead (anode) of the LED into one of the breadboard's
rows.

● Insert the shorter negative lead (cathode) into an adjacent row. This arrangement
allows you to easily connect the LED to other components.

2. Adding a Resistor:
● Determine the LED's forward voltage (V_LED) and forward current (I_LED). You

may find this information in the LED's datasheet or product specifications.
● Calculate the resistor's value (R) using Ohm's Law: R = (V_supply - V_LED) /

I_LED. Here, V_supply is the supply voltage you plan to use (e.g., 9V from a
battery).

● Place one end of the resistor into the same row as the LED's cathode (negative)
lead.

● Place the other end of the resistor into an empty row, ensuring it's not connected
to the LED or any other component.

3. Connecting to a Power Source:
● Now, you need to connect the positive and negative terminals of the power

source (e.g., a battery) to your circuit.
● Insert one end of a wire into the row where the LED's anode (positive) lead is

located.



● Connect the other end of the wire to the positive terminal of your power source
(e.g., the positive side of the battery).

● Insert a separate wire into the row where the resistor's free end is situated.
● Connect the other end of this wire to the negative terminal of your power source

(e.g., the negative side of the battery).

Final Check:
Before you power up your LED circuit, double-check the following:

● Ensure all connections are secure and in the correct rows/columns.
● Verify that the LED's anode and cathode leads are correctly placed.
● Confirm that the resistor is of the correct value based on your calculations.
● Check the polarity of the power source to make sure it aligns with the circuit's

design.

Powering Up:
With everything set up correctly, you can now apply power to your LED circuit. If the
connections are accurate, the LED should light up. If it doesn't, recheck your
connections, the LED's orientation, and the resistor's value.

Building a simple LED circuit serves as a valuable hands-on introduction to basic
electronics principles. Once you've mastered this basic circuit, you can expand your
knowledge by experimenting with more complex circuits and components. Happy
breadboarding!

Testing and Troubleshooting a Simple LED Circuit
After constructing your simple LED circuit, it's essential to test and troubleshoot it to
ensure it operates correctly. In this section, we'll cover the steps for checking
connections and measuring voltage and current in your circuit.

1. Checking Connections:
● Start by visually inspecting all the connections in your circuit. Ensure that each

component is correctly placed in the breadboard and that there are no loose
wires or poor contacts.

● Verify that the LED is oriented correctly. The longer lead should be connected to
the positive side (anode), and the shorter lead should be connected to the
negative side (cathode).



● Ensure that the resistor is securely connected in the circuit and that its value
matches the calculated resistance required for your LED and power supply.

2. Measuring Voltage and Current:
● To measure voltage, connect the positive (red) lead of your multimeter to the row

where the LED's anode (positive) lead is located and connect the negative
(black) lead to the row where the LED's cathode (negative) lead is connected.
Set your multimeter to measure DC voltage (V) and ensure it's within the voltage
range of your power supply.

● Power on your circuit by connecting the power source (e.g., a battery) to the
circuit. Observe the voltage reading on your multimeter. It should be close to the
supply voltage you're using (e.g., 9V).

● To measure current, disconnect the circuit temporarily. Remove the wire that
connects the power source to your circuit's negative side. Insert the positive (red)
lead of your multimeter into the gap where the wire was connected.

● Reconnect the power source to your circuit. The multimeter will measure the
current flowing through the circuit. Make sure your multimeter is set to measure
DC current (usually mA or A range) and is appropriately connected in series with
the circuit.

● Note that the current reading should be within the safe operating range of your
LED (typically between 5-20 mA).

Troubleshooting Tips:
If your LED does not light up or if your voltage and current readings are unexpected,
consider the following troubleshooting steps:

● Recheck all connections and ensure they are secure and correctly placed in the
breadboard.

● Verify that the LED is oriented correctly, with the longer lead connected to the
positive side (anode).

● Double-check the resistor's value to ensure it matches the calculated resistance
required for your LED and power supply.

● Examine the polarity of your power source (battery) to ensure it aligns with the
circuit's design.

● If the LED is still not lighting up, try using a different LED or power source to rule
out component issues.

By systematically checking connections, measuring voltage, and monitoring current, you
can diagnose and address any issues in your LED circuit. Troubleshooting is a valuable



skill in electronics, and it helps ensure the success of your projects as you move on to
more complex circuits and designs.


