
Lesson 13: Color Theory

Introduction to Color Theory
Color theory is a vital aspect of web design that involves using colors effectively to
create visually appealing and engaging websites. In this lesson, we will explore color
theory, understand the psychology of colors, and learn how to apply color harmonies to
create captivating web designs.

The Psychology of Colors
Colors have a significant impact on human psychology, emotions, and perceptions.
Understanding the psychological effects of colors helps web designers evoke specific
emotions and convey the desired message through their designs.

/* Using warm colors to evoke energy and excitement */

.button {

background-color: red;

color: white;

}

/* Using cool colors to create a sense of calmness */

.navbar {

background-color: blue;

color: white;

}

/* Using neutral colors for simplicity and professionalism */

.body-text {

color: gray;

}



By leveraging the psychology of colors, designers can strategically use color schemes
to create the desired atmosphere, reinforce brand identity, and guide user engagement
on websites.

Color Harmonies
Color harmonies involve combining colors in a visually pleasing way that creates a
sense of harmony. Some popular color harmonies include complementary, analogous,
triadic, and monochromatic schemes.

Complementary Colors:
Colors that are opposite each other on the color wheel. They create a high-contrast and
visually striking effect when used together.

/* Using complementary colors */

.call-to-action {

background-color: red;

color: green;

}



Analogous Colors:
Colors that are adjacent to each other on the color wheel. They create a harmonious
and cohesive color palette, suitable for creating a sense of unity and balance.

.heading {

color: blue;

}

.subheading {

color: green;

}

.body-text {

color: turquoise;

}

Triadic Colors:
Colors that are evenly spaced around the color wheel. They offer a vibrant and dynamic
color scheme, providing a good balance between contrast and harmony.



Monochromatic Colors:
Variations of a single color, using different shades, tints, and tones. They create a
sophisticated and cohesive look, suitable for creating subtle variations in design.

By employing color harmonies, designers can ensure that the color combinations in
their designs are visually pleasing, coherent, and engaging to website visitors.


